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Writing for professional journals is of course writing for a non-academic audience. Even so, there are 
some commonalities. Editors want what’s Important and Interesting. Editors want their articles to be 
read, and journals want reader satisfaction. Write with that in mind. 

1. What’s new in the field? 
2. What reminders or refreshers would be helpful? Look to what your students frequently miss in 

class, and what topics have generated robust discussion.  
3. What do your friends in practice face? Look to social media groups for questions – and answers 

that other practitioners get wrong.  

 
4. Consider re-framing (your) academic literature by communicating its practicality to the 

accounting profession. What “real life” problems does academic literature solve? 
5. Consider extending what you’ve seen in consulting and in questions asked in class. Should the 

profession hear your message? 
6. Consider extending existing research by answering additional questions, applying answers to 

additional situations. 
7. Watch for Calls for Papers and lists of desired topics.  



 
8. Talk with editors, and pitch an idea. 

9.  

 


